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Background – The Linguistic Landscape 

Bilingual and Multi-lingual pupils 

Competing identities and cultures within an individual 

 

20%  - entering 1ST grade - non-L1 Hebrew at home (Jewish – Public 
Education) (Central Bureau of Statistics (2006) 

Social Justice : develop sensitivity to language  and cultural 
differences 

Translingualism: e.g having student teachers reflect on the linguistic 
landscape in their communities, and family and community 
experiences (Kramsch, C. 2011). 
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The Collaboration 

Players: University in the New York City metropolitan area and 
Kibbutzim College 

 

Participants: Student teachers from both institutions studying in 
different disciplines 

 

Goal: Promote the student teachers’ reflection on education as a 
means to social justice in a global context through comparing and 
contrasting the public education system in both countries. 
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Telecollaboration: online intercultural exchange 

Telecollaboration: internet-mediated intercultural communication 
and engagement with classes of foreign language learners. 

 

…"not so much to teach the same thing in a different way, but 
rather to  help students enter into a new realm of collaborative 
enquiry and construction of knowledge, viewing their expanding 
repertoire of identities and communication  strategies as 
resources in the process" (Kern et al. 2004, p. 191).  
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Model of Project Based Learning Task (PBLT):  
Three Phases 

• Conceptualization: instructions to students, grading 
rubrics, type of task materials, logistics of the 
telecollaboration 

 

• Implementation:  Synchronous and asynchronous 
student collaboration 

 

• Reflection :  by students, researchers -  data collection 
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Conceptualization Phase 

• Materials: Text & Movies 

Current Issues and Trends in Education, (Aldridge and Goldman, 
2007).  

Strangers No More (2010) 

Waiting for Superman (2010)  

• Framework for first synchronous meeting – questions 
addressing cultural similarities and differences 

• Guidelines and assessment rubrics  - for electronic posters  
and presentations 
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Implementation Phase 

• First  synchronous meeting:  Video conference on 
Sunday night/morning. 

 

• Team work: 4 weeks communicating with Skype, Email, 
Ning and constructing electronic poster. 

 

• Second synchronous meeting: Video conference 
presentations of electronic poster. 
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Pictures from the video conference 
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Research Questions  

 

1. Does the international PBLT on social justice impact 
student teachers' motivation to increase their English 
proficiency?  

 

2. Does participation in the international PBLT on social 
justice and global awareness increase the student 
teachers’ intercultural understanding?  
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Data Collection 

1. A motivation survey given twice (quantitative analysis).                                                                               
Example questions: “Being proficient in English will make 
people respect me”; “the project with the US University is 
interesting for me”. 

2. Personal interviews with all students during the collaboration 
period (qualitative analysis). 

3. A post-PBLT questionnaire open-ended questions  given at 
the end of the collaboration (qualitative analysis).  

E.g. “Does the topic of the project enrich you? Do you think learning and 
discussion about education from other parts of the world contribute to your 
knowledge as a future educator?”  
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Data Analysis 

1. Quantitative analysis of the motivation survey: 

• Comparison between the means in the pre and post-
collaborative PBLT survey. 

• Comparison between four representative questions in the 
pre and post-collaborative PBLT survey. 

2. Qualitative analysis : 

• Students’ reflection gathered via the personal interviews.  

• Students’ reflection gathered via the post-PBLT 
questionnaire.  
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Findings 

Motivation – Quantitative Analysis 

• Motivation towards learning and using English - high throughout the 
course 

• PBLT – poster co-construction: not all students recognized 
contribution to English skills  

• Motivation – Qualitative Analysis 

• PBLT - a way to improve their English proficiency  

• PBLT - an authentic opportunity to communicate in English, (though 
with technical difficulties).  
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Findings 

Social Justice – Qualitative Analysis 

• Interview data: PBLT had little impact on their global 
awareness 

 

• Questionnaire data: a meaningful feeling of increased 
awareness of global education through interaction.  
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Discussion 

• Motivation sustained by authentic communication, and 
an engaging task increases learning 

 

• Motivation sustained by discussion about social justice 
in education 

 

• Expression of 'joy' in communicating about the Israeli 
culture and the Israeli school system.  
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Implications 

International collaborations can help student 
teachers to  develop sensitivity to language and 
communication strategies for coping with face to 
face encounters with multilingual pupils and their 
parents in their future classrooms. 

 

16 



Quotations 

• “It helped tremendously, my understanding and awareness increased 
by a lot. I feel that this was a great way to open our minds to such an 
important topic, for us to continue learning about and acting on it in 
the future, as teachers”.  

• “The course clarified what the term "Global Education" is exactly and 
gave it a name”.  

• “ I think the topic of the project was highly important because we are 
educators, and it is crucial to know how education is conducted in 
various places in the world, and expand our knowledge about the 
world of education”.  
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